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Reading Passage 
Questions #1-9 

What Comes Next 

1 “You need to get your mind off things,” my friend Cassie announced. “And 
whenever I need to get my mind off things, this is where I go.” 

2 “Have I ever told you that the ocean kind of creeps me out?” 

3 “I believe you may have mentioned it once or twice, yes.” 

4 We were halfway to the edge of the water, burdened down with piles of 
snorkeling equipment that Cassie accumulated in startling quantities. During the entire 
trip to the beach, I had been replaying the conversation I’d had with my father that 
morning about what I was going to do after graduation. That event was over a year 
away, but my father had a tendency to plan for everything eons in advance, and he 
expected the rest of his family to do the same. If we didn’t, he was more than happy to 
step in and offer plans of his own. 

5 “I think it would do you good to get away from home,” he had said. “Out of your 
comfort zone. Maybe go to college out of state, or even travel overseas for a while. A lot 
of young people do that before deciding what they want to do, you know.” 

6 “I have friends here.” 

7 “You’d make new friends there. And think of the experiences you’d have!” 

8 My father wants me to see the world, immerse myself in foreign cultures, 
broaden my horizons, that kind of thing. My question to him was why I would leave a 
place where I was happy, to risk unhappiness somewhere far away. 

9 “Here we are,” Cassie said. “My absolute favorite spot in the world.” 

10 “You don’t want me to go, do you? Away, I mean.” 

11 “Oh no, you’re not getting me involved in that debate. Now get your gear on. 
This is going to blow your mind.” 
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12 “So tell me, oh Queen of the Sea, what happens if we see a shark?” 

13 “Try to make yourself look as unappetizing as possible.” 

14 Cassie laughed, as if congratulating herself on the funniest thing ever said. 
Truthfully, it was not really the prospect of sharks—which, as far as I knew, didn’t 
inhabit this region anyway—that made me apprehensive about the ocean. I wasn’t one 
of those people who refused to take a bath for a month after seeing the movie Jaws. It 
had more to do, I think, with the utter vastness of the ocean itself, the way the expanse 
of water stretched out so far into the distance that it seemed to go on forever. Who 
knew what lay beneath it all? 

15 I was just a little girl the last time I’d gone snorkeling, on a weekend excursion to 
the beach with my parents. My father was going through a short-lived marine biology 
phase, and was determined to teach my mother and me about what he called “the 
inexplicable wonders” of the ocean. I recalled the sensation of moving slowly through 
the liquid landscape as I looked through my mask at the cloudy terrain below, imagining 
that behind every rock lurked a community of strange, menacing creatures. I had 
recently seen a nature show about the kinds of fish—if you could even call them fish—
that inhabited the greatest depths of the oceans: grotesque, insect-like things with 
translucent bodies, huge eyes, and feelers that sprouted from their heads like some kind 
of alien appendages. Although of course I knew these monstrous things existed so far 
down that no human ever encountered them, the thought that they even existed down 
there gave me the shivers. 

16 At one point during that snorkeling expedition, as I was paddling around through 
the murk, it suddenly seemed as if the bottom fell out of the ocean floor. I could feel a 
corresponding drop in the pit of my stomach as the water around me turned colder, and 
deepened to where I could no longer see the bottom at all. The fact that both my 
parents were only yards away didn’t help: I was certain that I had passed some 
boundary and entered a world where I did not belong. 

17 “How did I let you talk me into this?” I said to Cassie, but she was already yards 
ahead, slapping her fins, penguin-like, through the shallow water. 

18 I put on my mask and adjusted the snorkel along the side of my head as carefully 
as I could, knowing that I’d probably suck vast quantities of sea water through it just the 
same. (“Hey,” my father used to gently mock, “save some for the fish!”) Gazing off into 
the distance, I thought about the people inhabiting the houses that lined the coast, and 
those aboard the ship that was passing by just off shore—living mysteries, all of them. I 
glanced back at Cassie, who was gently gliding through the water near an outcrop of 
rocks, her face down, her snorkel jutting into the air like some kind of weird antenna. 

Grades 9-11 ELA: Reading, Language, and Listening Training Test Answer Key Florida Standards Assessments 

June 30, 2014 Page 4 of 28



We had been friends since we were kids, and though our personalities could not have 
been more different, we understood each other on some basic level that I couldn’t have 
put into words if someone demanded it. She was, needless to say, one of the people I 
could not stand the prospect of leaving behind, a source of comfort who made the 
prospect of “new experiences” pale in comparison. 

19 “C’mon, slowpoke,” she called, now treading water out by the reef. “You won’t 
believe how beautiful it is down there.” 

20 Beauty was not a concept I’d ever associated with the ocean before. But 
watching Cassie then, perceiving the look of utter joy on her face, it struck me just how 
differently the two of us viewed the world, and how the depths that so spooked me on 
occasion were to her a source of never-ending wonder and promise. 

21 I took a deep breath as I moved out farther, past the gentle waves breaking 
against my thighs, and gave one last adjustment to my mask and snorkel before 
stretching out into a swim, resolved to try and let her show me whatever might be out 
there, whatever might come next.  
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Question #1 

Option A: This answer is incorrect. The phrase is loaded, but the narrator obviously uses it with 
deliberate purpose to describe her father’s planning, not to show he is funny. 

Option B: This answer is incorrect. The narrator may or may not misunderstand her father, but 
the phrase is an exaggeration or hyperbole rather than an inaccuracy. 

Option C: This answer is correct. The phrase “eons in advance” is clearly a conscious 
exaggeration that reinforces the idea that the father is a super planner which seems to clash 
with the way the rest of the family works. 

Option D: This answer is incorrect. The phrase expresses a strong emotion toward her father, 
but it is one of affectionate exasperation, not expectation. 

Grade 9-10 
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Question #2 
Grade 9-10 
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Question #3 

Other Correct Responses: 
• “Who knew what lay beneath it all?” and “with the utter vastness of the ocean itself,”
• “Who knew what lay beneath it all?” and “the way the expanse of water stretched out

so far into the distance that it seemed to go on forever.”
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Question #4 

Option A: This answer is incorrect. "Apprehensive" is somewhat negative rather than neutral, 
and the context bears that out. 

Option B: This answer is correct. "Apprehensive" indicates a slight to moderate degree of 
anxiety. 

Option C: This option is incorrect. "Apprehensive" does indicate a moderate degree of tension, 
but not necessarily hopefulness. 

Option D: This option is incorrect. “Apprehensive" connotes a milder degree of anxiety than 
outright fear or terror. 
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Question #5 

Part A 
Option A: This answer is correct. The author uses these fearsome references to show how the 
narrator feels about swimming in the ocean, but also as part of the larger allegory that she 
fears the unknown of her future.  

Option B: This answer is incorrect. Though the narrator mentions these creatures, she is not 
actually afraid of the dangers. She states that there are no sharks in this area, and that it wasn’t 
the prospect of sharks, but the vast unknown that was daunting. 
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Option C: This answer is incorrect. The student may choose this answer because the narrator is 
challenged by her unknown future, but the sharks and sea creatures are not the challenge. 

Option D: This answer is incorrect. The narrator flashes back to a time when she went snorkeling 
with her family, but she did not see sharks or the strange sea creatures from the nature 
programs during that experience. 

Part B 
Option A:  This answer is incorrect. This detail shows that the narrator is not afraid of the film 
Jaws, but uses the reference as a metaphor for her fear of the unknown. 

Option B: This answer is correct. The mystery of what lies under the water, the unknown, 
represents the narrator’s apprehension of the unknown in her adult life.  

Option C: This answer is incorrect. This description might seem to support the incorrect answer 
of what the narrator sees while snorkeling, but this describes creatures deep in the ocean she 
had seen on a nature show. She admits later that it is the fact that they are down there, not the 
way they look that makes her apprehensive. 

Option D: This answer is incorrect. This detail supports option B  in part A, which is incorrect. 
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Question #6 

Option A: This answer is incorrect. When Cassie calls the narrator a ‘slowpoke,’ it reminds her of 
her fears instead of easing them. 

Option B: This answer is correct. This interaction in paragraphs 19–21 shows how Cassie’s 
adventurousness inspires the narrator to change. 

Option C: This answer is correct. Her father recommends this approach in paragraph 5, and 
although the narrator initially resists, by the end she has successfully gone beyond her comfort 
zone. 

Option D: This answer is incorrect. Though the narrator does visit the ocean as a child, the 
experience is frightening rather than comforting. 
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Question #7 

Other Correct Responses: 
• The narrator is determined/ resolved/ willing to take chances.
• She is ready to try new things/ face challenges/ face her fears.
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Question #8 
Grade 9-10 
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Question #9 
Grade 11-12 
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Editing Task 
Questions #10-12 
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Question #10 
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Question #11 
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Question #12 

’
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Editing Task 
Questions #13-15 
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Question #13 
Grade 9-10 
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Question #14 
Grade 9-10 
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Question #15 
Grade 9-10 
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DRAFT
Listening Passage 
 Questions #16-18 

Audio Script: 

[Orientation Statement:] Listen to classmates Samantha and Orlando prepare for a project. 

SAMANTHA: I did some research online, and I found rules for how to market to kids. I think they 
are a good starting point for our project, even though we can’t do all of them.  

ORLANDO: Okay, what did you find? 

SAMANTHA: So, one website said you need to use bright, distinctive colors and make the 
package “refer back to the brand.” Which is making the package an extension of the toy, I 
think? He says another way to do it is to put some kind of character on the package.  

ORLANDO: A lot of kids’ cereals do that. 

SAMANTHA: Yeah, there are a lot of cartoons that seem to like cereal. [VA: deliver previous 
somewhat sarcastically] Then, including imagery and graphics with a lot of colors again, and 
special fonts that reinforce something about the product. I think that’s used on a lot of 
packaging for dolls.  

ORLANDO: You mean all the pink and the frilly writing? 

SAMANTHA: Mmm-hmm. Apparently stores actually call it the “pink aisle!” The next step is to 
communicate to both kid and parents, but in a way that is geared toward each of them. So, 
know your audience.  

ORLANDO: What do you mean, “geared toward each of them”? 

SAMANTHA: Oh—like parents want to know that a toy is educational or a cereal is healthy, but 
kids want the toy to be fun or the cereal to taste good.  

ORLANDO: That makes sense. So, really, it’s marketing to two totally different sets of people. 

SAMANTHA: Exactly. Marketing calls those “demographics.” 
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ORLANDO: So, the kid demographic and the parent demographic.  

SAMANTHA: Right. The last thing is an interactive element, like something you can scan with a 
phone or the name of a website to go to.  

ORLANDO: I think we could include a website, at least.  
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Question #16 

Option A: This answer is correct. Demographics are specific groups of people who are targeted 
in advertising/marketing and she defines demographics in order to make this point. 

Option B: This answer is incorrect. Samantha's point is that marketers target a specific portion 
of the population, not all of them. 

Option C: This answer is incorrect. Though the "pink aisle" is mentioned in the discussion, it's not 
specifically in terms of demographics or where the item to be sold will be placed in the store.  

Option D: This answer is incorrect. Though marketing may well do this in some instances, 
Samantha is making the point that advertisers are making specific decisions in the marketing of 
toys/cereals to children vs. adults. 
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Question #17 

 Option A: This answer is correct. Students should choose this answer because the audio 
discusses marketing tactics. 

 Option B: This answer is incorrect. Some students may choose this answer because a yard sale 
could require marketing, but a yard sale is unlikely to focus in depth on how to package its 
products to most appeal to children. 

 Option C: This answer is correct. Students should choose this answer because the audio 
discusses strategies for packaging a product so that it will appeal to children. 

 Option D: This answer is incorrect. Some students may choose this answer because the audio 
mentions demographics, but demographics are clearly not the focus of the conversation. 

 Option E: This answer is incorrect. Some students may choose this answer because writing a 
mock public service announcement could involve using marketing strategies; however, the audio 
clearly talks about packaging, which would not be a part of a mock PSA. 
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DRAFT
Question #18 

Option A: This answer is incorrect. Samantha mentions marketing to both children and adults, 
but she does so in terms of the “next step.” She brings this point up after her comment about 
cartoons on cereal boxes.  She was replying directly to Orlando’ mention of kids’ cereals when 
she talks about the cartoons. Therefore, Samantha’s concern for marketing to adults is not part 
of her opinion about cartoon characters on cereal boxes. 

Option B: This answer is incorrect. This may appeal as the speakers are conducting research and 
the use of cartoons on cereals is mentioned, but Samantha mentions cartoons to underline the 
absurdity of animals eating cereal, not as a point of research. 

Option C: This answer is correct. Considering the way Samantha delivers her opinion and the 
discussion prior and after, Samantha is asserting that the advertisers are manipulating children 
by appealing to them with cartoons. 

Option D: This answer is incorrect. Some students may choose this option because Samantha 
mentions that parents want to know that a cereal is healthy, but the actual reason for cartoons 
on cereals is to appeal to children, and not for health reasons. 
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